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Changes to Sea Cargo Reporting
(Ocean Bill of Lading) Phase 1

Background

Customs has re-examined the way in which ocean bills of lading (OBOL) numbers are used to
create associations between reports in the Integrated Cargo System (ICS).

The ICS requires shipping companies to lodge cargo reports based on OBOL for all space
leased on a vessel carrying import cargo into Australia. Where shipping companies lease
space to freight forwarders; these freight forwarders submit cargo reports based on house bill
of lading (HBOL) information. The freight forwarder may issue HBOLSs to the final recipient of
the goods, or further sub-let space to other freight forwarders.

HBOL cargo reports are linked to OBOL cargo reports by the matching of key identifiers
contained within both types of reports. These identifiers need to be identical to achieve a
match. These are Vessel Id, Voyage Number, Container Number (where applicable) and
OBOL. Failure to achieve a match results in cargo being impeded or the rejection of the cargo
report by the ICS.

CHANGES

The need to provide an identical matching OBOL number when reporting lower level bills as
criteria for obtaining clearance for containerised cargo has been removed.

The changes will only apply for containerised cargo reported as a full container load (FCL) at
the OBOL level. Where a lower level cargo report is submitted and the quoted OBOL cargo
report cannot be found in the system, the ICS will attempt to match and link the lower level bill
to an OBOL using the container number and vessel Id/voyage number details provided within
the HBOL cargo report. As part of this process, the ICS will change the OBOL number on the
HBOL cargo report.

For the first phase of the change, to be implemented on 15 May 2006, this process will only
occur when the OBOL cargo report has been submitted by the relevant shipping line, prior to
the submission of the HBOL cargo report by the freight forwarder. If an OBOL cargo report is
received subsequent to a HBOL cargo report, the two reports will only be associated if the
OBOL numbers quoted match.

Subsequent releases will cater for scenarios where the HBOL is lodged prior to the OBOL
and the implementation of these will be announced in the near future.

Importantly, for this phase, if an original OBOL cargo report is withdrawn, that had previously

linked to a HBOL cargo report (with OBOL number derived) the derived OBOL number on the
HBOL cargo report will remain. This means that a new OBOL cargo report, quoting a different
OBOL number, will be rejected by the ICS unless all HBOL cargo reports for the container are
withdrawn.



CONTAINERISED SEA CARGO REPORTING

Where an OBOL has been reported to Customs the ICS will associate any subsequently
lodged lower level cargo reports to that OBOL based on matching vessel Id, voyage number
and container number details.

Industry will be required to continue to report the OBOL number to the best of their
knowledge.

If a HBOL cargo report is received and the ICS cannot identify an OBOL cargo report quoting
the same OBOL number, the ICS will check for an OBOL cargo report that quotes the same
vessel Id, voyage number and container number details. If the ICS identifies such a report it
will derive the OBOL number from the OBOL cargo report and apply it to the HBOL cargo
report.

Cargo reports may be amended or withdrawn, however, unique cargo identifiers such as
vessel Id, voyage number, OBOL number and HBOL number cannot be amended.

If any unique cargo identifiers are required to be amended, the cargo report must be
withdrawn and a new report submitted.

Amendments to, or withdrawals of, HBOL cargo reports via EDI will be accepted only if the
reported or derived OBOL number is quoted within the message.

Scenarios
There are scenarios for the above processes attached within this document.
Scenario 1 is attached here and shows the system behaviour when:

e The shipping company issues one OBOL for an FCL container consigned to a freight
forwarder.

e The freight forwarder reports one HBOL for the FCL container using an inaccurate OBOL
number.

e There is no underbond move required as the container is to be delivered from the wharf.

Scenario 2 is attached here and shows the system behaviour when;

e The shipping company issues two OBOL for a container consigned to a freight forwarder.
These are reported to ICS as LCL or FCX cargo reports.

e The freight forwarder reports two LCL or FCX reports for the container using an OBOL
number that has not been reported to ICS.

e The shipping company later submits an additional cargo report for the same container
quoting the OBOL number reported by the freight forwarder.

Scenario 3 is attached here and shows the system behaviour when:

e The shipping company issues one OBOL for an FCL container consigned to a freight
forwarder.

e The freight forwarder reports one HBOL for the FCL container using an inaccurate
OBOL number.

e There is no underbond move required as the container is to be delivered from the wharf.

e The shipping company subsequently withdraws the OBOL cargo report.



CONTAINERISED UNDERBOND MOVE

Requests to move goods underbond at the HBOL level must quote either the OBOL number
reported within the HBOL cargo report or the OBOL number that was derived from the OBOL
cargo report. The ICS will recognise either of these OBOL numbers if quoted on an
Underbond Movement Request and will process as normal.

Amendments to Underbond Movement Requests will be allowed using either the reported or
derived OBOL number.

Scenario
Scenario 4 is attached hereT and shows the system behaviour when:

e The shipping company issues one OBOL for an FCL container consigned to a freight
forwarder.
e The freight forwarder reports two LCL or FCX reports for the container using an
inaccurate OBOL number.
e The freight forwarder moves one HBOL from Depot A to interstate Depot B for delivery
quoting an inaccurate OBOL number in the underbond movement request.

OUTBOUND MESSAGES

All outbound messages will include the reported OBOL number that was quoted in the
message submitted to Customs to which the outbound message relates. This means the
Cargo Status Advice (CARST) message for HBOL cargo will always contain the OBOL
number quoted within the HBOL cargo report. Underbond approval and advice messages will
contain the OBOL number quoted within the Underbond Movement Request.

Where the ICS derives the OBOL number for a HBOL cargo report an information message
will be returned to the user advising of this.

“QUOTED OBOL NOT FOUND. ICS HAS DERIVED DERIVED=(derived bill here) USING
VESSEL VOYAGE AND CONTAINER”

The message will be returned on screen to Cl users or via the Cargo Report Response
message for EDI users.
ICS SCREEN CHANGES

As a result of these changes there will be a number of changes to screens within the ICS.
These changes are detailed below and have also been included in the relevant ICS manuals.



QUERY SEA CARGO REPORT

The ICS allows authorised users to query and view details associated with containerised sea
cargo consignments. Customs Interactive users will notice some changes to the following
screens:

e Sea Cargo Report List
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The Sea Cargo List screen will show an asterisk (*) against the sea cargo report where a
HBOL cargo report quotes an OBOL number that is different to the OBOL number that has
been derived from the OBOL cargo report.

The Ocean Bill of Lading column on this screen shows the derived number.
When the cursor ‘hovers’ over the derived number with an asterisk, a pop-up text message
will appear against it, displaying the reported OBOL number.

Users are advised not to use OBOL number when searching for HBOL cargo reports, as
reported OBOL numbers will not provide a match where the OBOL number has been derived.

It is recommended that searches are conducted either by container number or HBOLnumber.



e Sea Cargo Report View
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The Sea Cargo Report View screen will show an additional field, called ‘Reported Ocean Bill
of Lading’.

This new field will only be displayed when the reported OBOL number is different to the
derived OBOL number. The derived OBOL number is shown against the existing ‘Ocean Bill
of Lading’ field.



e Sea Cargo Manifest List
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The Sea Cargo Manifest List screen will show an asterisk (*) against the sea cargo report
where the reported OBOL number is different to the derived OBOL number.

The Ocean Bill column on this screen shows the derived number. When the cursor ‘hovers’
over the derived number with an asterisk, a pop-up text message will appear against it,
showing the reported OBOL number.

For more information on the changes to Sea Cargo Reporting (Ocean Bill of
Lading) Phase 1:

Email cargosupport@customs.gov.au or phone 1300 558 099.



Shipping Company reports Ocean Bills before Freight Forwarder
bills are reported to ICS, and there are no Customs or AQIS

interventions.

Scenario O1:

Reports
(SEACR)

OBOL#=ZZ99A

Lodge Cargo

Lodge

Cargo
Reports
(SEACR)

OBOL#=Z799

Description of business scenarios

When ocean bill number reported in freight forwarder cargo report does not
match with ocean bill number reported in the shipping company ocean bill,

The current system behaviour and
result is:

The changed system behaviour and
result is:

= Shipping Company issues one Ocean Bill of Lading for a FCL Container
consigned to a Freight Forwarder.

e Freight Forwarder reports one Housebill for the FCL Container using an
inaccurate OBOL number.

= There is no underbond move as Container is delivered from the wharf.

Scenario description: All documents relate to the same vessel, voyage and container. Freight Forwarder quotes OB#=ZZ99. Shipping Line
OBOL#=2ZZ99A. Consignment delivered to owner from wharf. FCL Cargo Type.

OBOL House Bill
Vessel: 098765 shipping Line Z Ereigh
/ Voyage: 025 OB#: ZZ99A
‘ N / Vessel: 098765 HB#Z
Voyage: 025 OB# g

| L] Vessel: 098765
[l Voyage: 025
Container#: CAXZ123456

I
1. Shipping Line Z reports OBOL for container 2. Freight Forwarder W reports House Bill for container

CAXZ123456, arriving in Sydney on vessel CAXZ123456, arriving in Sydney on vessel 098765
098765 voyaé;e 025 voyage 025 for delivery from wharf.

Container#:

CAXZ123456
Destination:
Sydney

ainer#: CAXZ123456

Destination: Sydney

e Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill will be
rejected, quoting an Error
Message = “Container
already reported by another
oB#”

* Freight Forwarder has to check
accuracy of OBOL number
provided and if so, uses ICS to
search for the OBOL number of
the Shipping Company cargo
report to find the right OBOL
number to use.

e Freight Forwarder has to adjust
the OBOL number in the
Housebill cargo report before

re-sending to ICS.

e Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill is
accepted by ICS, even though
an inaccurate OBOL number is
provided to ICS.

e Relevant parties will receive the
CARST referencing the OBOL
number reported in the
corresponding lowest level
cargo reports.




(o

odge

Shipping Company reports Ocean Bills before Freight Forwarder cargo
bills are reported to ICS, and there are no Customs or AQIS (F;eEngg) (FfSeEFX’Cr%

inferventions

Scenario 02 :

OBOL#=ZZ99

Description of business scenarios

When ocean bill number reported in freight forwarder cargo report does not
match with ocean bill number reported in the shipping company ocean bill,

The current system behaviour and
result is:

The changed system behaviour and
result is:

= Shipping Company issues two Ocean Bills of Lading for a Container
consigned to a Freight Forwarder. These are reported to ICS as
LCL or FCX Ocean Bills cargo reports.

« Freight Forwarder reports two LCL or FCX Housebills for the
Container using an OBOL number that has not been reported to

ICS yet.

= Shipping Company later issues one additional Ocean Bill of Lading
for the same container quoting the OBOL number reported by the

Freight Forwarder.

Scenario description: All documents relate to the same vessel, voyage and container. Freight Forwarder quotes OB#=2ZZ99. Shipping Line
OBOL#=ZZ99A. Assumes one underbond move from wharf to depot. Consignment delivered to owner from depot. LCL Cargo Type.

OBOL1
Shipping Line Z

Vessel: 098765

N Voyage: 025 OB#: ZZ99A
‘ i vessel: ¢ opoLa
Containe Shipping Line 2
—_— - ey Vessel: 098765
o Des R
r##: CAXZ123456 g Yovage: 025
Container#:
CAXZ123456
Destination:
Sydney

1. Shipping Line Z reports two OBOLs for container
CAXZ123456, arriving in Sydney on vessel
098765 voyage 025

House Bill House Bill
Freiqht/Fo/rwaEL‘eTlN Freiqht/Fo/rwam

HB#:|H12: HB#: H12.
OB#:|ZZ99A OB#:|ZZ99C
Vessel: 098765 Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025 Voyage: 025

Container#: CAXZ123456| Container#: CAXZ123456
estination: Adel

2. Freight Forwarder W reports two House Bills for container

CAXZ123456 on vessel 098765 voyage 025. One
Housebill refers to a reported OB#, the other refers to
an unreported OB# (ZZ99C).

s77G Depot: ADL890

Vessel: 0987655
Voyage: 025
Container#: CAXZ

‘. estination: Adel

3. Freight Forwarder moves cargo for housebill H124
underbond by road to Depot ADL890.

OBOL3
Shipping Line Z
OB#: ZZ99C
Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025
Container#:
CAXZ123456
Destination:
Sydney

Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025
[

Lr#: CAXZ123456

Prior to the 3™ OBOL being
reported by the shipping
company:

e Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill
quoting the 3" OBOL number
will be accepted, but cannot
be cleared because the OBOL
has not been reported yet.

e Underbond movement
requests for the 3" OBOL
number can be reported and
is accepted into ICS but will
not be approved because the
OBOL has not been reported
yet.

When the 3" OBOL is reported
to ICS by the shipping
company:

e Underbond movement
requests will be approved
(subject to all other
impediments being cleared)

= Freight Forwarder’s cargo
report for the Housebill will be
cleared (subject to import
declaration).

There is no change to system
behaviours under this scenario
for any of the House Bill cargo
reports, irrespective of when
Ocean Bill cargo reports are
submitted to ICS.

OBOL#=ZZ99A




Shipping Company reports Ocean Bills before Freight Forwarder
bills are reported to ICS, and there are no Customs or AQIS

infterventions

Scenario O3

Lodge Cargo
Reports
(SEACR)

Lodge
Cargo
Reports
(SEACR)

OBOL#=ZZ99A OBOL#=Z7799

Description of business scenarios

When ocean bill number reported in freight forwarder cargo report does not
match with ocean bill number reported in the shipping company ocean bill,

The current system behaviour and
result is:

The changed system behaviour and
result is:

= Shipping Company issues one Ocean Bill of Lading for a FCL Container
consigned to a Freight Forwarder.

« Freight Forwarder reports one Housebill for the FCL Container using an
inaccurate OBOL number.

= There is no underbond move as Container is delivered from the wharf.

= Shipping Company withdraws the Cargo Report for the OBOL.

Scenario description: All documents relate to the same vessel, voyage and container. Freight Forwarder quotes OB#=ZZ99. Shipping Line
OBOL#=2ZZ99A. Consignment delivered to owner from wharf. FCL Cargo Type.

OBOL
Shipping Line Z
OB#: ZZ99A
Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025
Container#:
CAXZ123456
Destination:
Sydney

House Bill

Ereigh;
HB#:

OB#: .

| L] Vessel: 098765

[l Voyage: 025
Container#: CAXZ123456
Destination: Sydney

Vessel: 098765
/ Voyage: 025

ainer#: CAXZ123456

P : : 2. Freight Forwarder W reports House Bill for container
1. Shi Li V4 rts OBOL f t T

ég’;&‘fzézge ;?ir)i?/insg n Sydgg;,:%r:] ?/Ig:srel CAXZ123456, arriving in Sydney on vessel 098765

098765 voyaé; e 025 voyage 025 for delivery from wharf.

- Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill will be
rejected, quoting an Error
Message = “Container
already reported by another
oB#”

* Freight Forwarder has to check
accuracy of OBOL number
provided and if so, uses ICS to
search for the OBOL number of
the Shipping Company cargo
report to find the right OBOL
number to use.

* Freight Forwarder has to adjust
the OBOL number in the
Housebill cargo report before

re-sending to ICS.

* Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill is
accepted by ICS, even though
an inaccurate OBOL number is
provided to ICS.

* Relevant parties will receive the
CARST referencing the OBOL
number reported in the
corresponding lowest level
cargo reports.

e When the Cargo report for the
OBOL is Withdrawn the link
between that report and the
Housebill report is broken.

e The status of ‘OBOL exists’ is
set to ‘NO’ on the reported
Househbill..




Lodge

Shipping Company reports Ocean Bills before Freight Forwarder Lodge

) Cargo Cargo
bills are reported to ICS, and there are no Customs or AQIS Reports > Reports
. - (SEACR) (SEACR)
INferventinns

Scenario O4: OBOL#=7Z99A

OBOL#=ZZ99

Description of business scenarios When ocean bill number reported in freight forwarder cargo report does not match

with ocean bill number reported in the shipping company ocean bill,

The current system behaviour and result The changed system behaviour and result
is: is:

e Shipping Company issues one Ocean Bill of Lading for a FCL
Container consigned to a Freight Forwarder.

= Freight Forwarder reports two LCL or FCX Housebills for the
Container using an inaccurate OBOL number.

* Freight Forwarder moves one Housebill from DepotA to
interstate DepotB for delivery quoting an inaccurate OBOL
number in the underbond movement request.

Scenario description: All documents relate to the same vessel, voyage and container. Freight Forwarder quotes OB#=2Z99. Shipping Line
OBOL#=ZZ99A. Assumes one underbond move from wharf to depot. Consignment discharged to owner from depot. LCL Cargo Type.

OBOL
Shipping Line Z
OB#: ZZ99A
Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025
Container#:
CAXZ123456
Destination:
Sydney

; Vessel: 098765
i Voyage: 025

iner##: CAX2123456

1. Shipping Line Z reports OBOL for container
CAXZ123456, arriving in Sydney on vessel
098765 voyage 025

House Bill
Ereighy

OB#:|

9 OB#:| 9
Vessel: 098765 Vessel: 098765
Voyage: 025 Voyage: 025
Container#: CAXZ123456| Container#: CAXZ123456

estination: Melb. estination: Adel

House Bill
Freih

2. Freight Forwarder W reports two House Bills for container
CAXZ123456 on vessel 098765 voyage 025. Housebill
H123 is discharging in depot MEL123 for delivery.
Housebill H124 is discharging in depot ADL890

Vessel: 098768

Voyage: 025
Container#: CAXZ123456
Destination: Melb.

3. Freight Forwarder moves cargo for housebill H123
underbond by road to Depot MEL123.

S77G Depot: ADL890

House

i —

Vessel: 09876
Voyage: 025
Contai

: CAXZ.
‘

Destination: Adel
4. Freight Forwarder moves cargo for housebill H124
underbond by road to Depot ADL890.

Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill will be
rejected, quoting an Error
Message = “Container already
reported by another OB# ”
Freight Forwarder has to check
accuracy of OBOL number
provided and if so, uses ICS to
search for the OBOL number of
the Shipping Company cargo
report to find the right OBOL
number to use.

Freight Forwarder has to adjust
the OBOL number in the
Housebill cargo report before re-
sending to ICS.

Freight Forwarder must use
matching key fields (vessel,
voyage, container number,
ocean bill and house bill) to
lodge underbond movement
request for subsequent LCL
underbond moves.

Freight Forwarder’s sea cargo
report for the Housebill is
accepted by ICS, even though an
inaccurate OBOL number is
provided to ICS.

Freight Forwarder’s underbond
movement request for the
Housebill is accepted and
approved by ICS, as long as the
OBOL number quoted in the
underbond movement request is
either the one reported in the
Housebill cargo report or the one
reported by the Ocean bill.
Relevant parties will receive the
CARST referencing the OBOL
number reported in the
corresponding lowest level cargo
reports.

Relevant parties entitled to
receive underbond movement
notices will receive the UBMREQR
referencing the OBOL number
reported in the corresponding
underbond movement request.
Unsolicited messages will quote
OBOL number of the
corresponding lower level cargo
report.
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